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Welcome to the platform that gives you up-to-date information on climate change adaptation 
activities happening in the region. This monthly newsletter is brought to you by APAN – a leading climate 
change adaptation network working across the Asia‐Pacific region. Through this E‐Communique and 
other activities, APAN is mobilizing knowledge and building capacities for climate resilience.

We are happy to spotlight your climate change adaptation activities, announcements, events and new 
initiatives. To be featured in our newsletter, all you have to do is send a brief write-up and a web link to 
info@asiapacificadapt.net

UPCOMING CLIMATE CHANGE 
ADAPTATION EVENTS

All stakeholders are encouraged to participate in this survey. It will take approximately 
20 minutes to respond to the questionnaire.
The researchers at the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES), Japan are 
organizing a study on ‘Globalization of local risks: International investments in vulnerable 
regions’. This survey will provide the research team useful insights into how local risks 
are being globalized through international investments and business operations and 
how to address the risks posed to the businesses. Participants will also benefit from a 
broader understanding on the issue of risks for businesses. 
English link to the questionnaire: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HFCTHBB
Japanese link to the questionnaire: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HMGH32Q
Please share with colleagues to reach the broadest possible audience. 
For inquiries, kindly contact prabhakar [at]  survey_ad@iges.or.jp
For more information, see the concept note here.

Study on ‘Globalization of Local Risks: International 
Investment in Vulnerable Regions’
Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES), Japan

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HFCTHBB
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HMGH32Q
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1dc4cRlqwhVNiU4cVVYn0rjXQDLVLCXmN
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Training Programme on 
Developing Climate Change 
Adaptation Projects for the Green 
Climate Fund
Asian Institute of Technology

The Regional Resource Centre for Asia and the 
Pacific will convene a five‐day training programme 
from 11‐15 June 2018 in Bangkok, Thailand. The 
training programme will bring together around 
25 participants including National Designated 
Authorities (NDAs), Direct Access Entities (DAEs), 
and project developers from Asia and the Pacific 
to develop and elaborate GCF Concept Notes for 
the Simplified Approval Process (SAP), among 
others.

Download the concept note here. For more 
information, contact Qing Xia (qing-xia@ait.ac.th)

The Food and Agriculture Organization Regional 
office for Asia and the Pacific (FAO‐RAP) and 
the Asian Institute of Technology are organizing 
a workshop to review the findings of studies 
conducted in Bangladesh, Myanmar, and Vietnam 
to further understand the climate change-
disaster-poverty nexus. The regional workshop 
will also take stock of the commonalities and 
differences from the three countries to distill 
regional recommendations. The workshop will be 
held on 25‐26 June 2018 in Bangkok, Thailand.

Regional Synthesis Workshop: 
Enhancing Resilient Livelihoods 
to Address the Climate Change, 
Disasters and Poverty Nexus in 
Asia
Asian Institute of Technology

UPCOMING CLIMATE CHANGE 
ADAPTATION EVENTS

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1VUxiktTRmN27q1eC2ZrvTRLtUZxFOHoE
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CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION 
NEWS

New approach puts theory 
of Climate-Resilient Water 
Management into practice on the 
ground
Acclimatise

• Climate‐driven water scarcity could reduce 
GDP growth rates in South Asia by as much as 
6%. 

• Climate change will increase water‐stress 
through irregular rainfall patterns and 
increased incidence of floods and droughts. 

• The Action on Climate Today (ACT) 
programme has developed a conceptual 
framework that clearly distinguishes Climate 
Resilient Water Management (CRWM) from 
traditional approaches to water management.  

• It highlights for the first time the practical 
considerations in operationalising a CRWM 
approach and has been successfully tested in 
South Asia.  

South Asia has 23.7% of the global population 
but only 4.6% of the world’s renewable water 
sources. Countries in the region already face 
considerable water management challenges due 
to high population density, poverty, and a high 
dependence on agriculture as a source of livelihood. 
Water resources in South Asia are overexploited 
and depleting fast, and institutions are struggling 
to manage and allocate water effectively. Climate 
change will only exacerbate existing problems 
through irregular rainfall patterns and increased 
incidence of floods and droughts.

Read more here and in the reports section of this 
E‐communique.

Pacific Climate Change Centre 
starts construction in Samoa
Secretariat of the Pacific Regional 
Environment Programme

The Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment 
Programme (SPREP) breaks ground in Samoa to 
start construction of the Pacific Climate Change 
Centre (PCCC) based in Samoa. As a Centre of 
Excellence for Pacific climate action, the PCCC will 
offer technical expertise and provide research 
and training opportunities for the region. The 
construction of the Centre is funded by the 
Government of Japan and also coincides with the 
25 Year anniversary celebrations of SPREP as an 
independent regional organization.

More information here.

http://www.acclimatise.uk.com/2018/05/15/new-approach-puts-theory-of-climate-resilient-water-management-into-practice-on-the-ground/
http://www.sprep.org/climate-change/pacific-climate-change-centre-provides-research-and-training-opportunity
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Ascending dragon: 
Viet Nam embracing climate action 
in pursuit of a more sustainable, 
resilient future 
UNDP

With significant economic growth over recent 
decades, Viet Nam is widely considered a 
development success story. Once one of the 
poorest nations in the world, the country of almost 
100 million citizens is now lower middle-income 
with aspirations of becoming industrialized 
by the year 2020. Viet Nam is making strides 
towards achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals set out under Agenda 2030. However, as for 
many others, climate change has the potential to 
derail the development process and unravel the 
gains made. Jenty Kirsch‐Wood, senior technical 
specialist for disaster risk management and 
climate change adaptation at UNDP Viet Nam, 
shares key insights into the impacts of climate 
change, and the challenges and responses for 
one of Southeast Asia’s most dynamic emerging 
countries.

More information here.

“Wea nao bae iu go, where will 
you go?” 
Facing climate change in the Solomon 
Islands, a Q&A with Tema Wickham, 
Provincial Officer, UNDP Solomon 
Islands  
UNDP
An archipelago of over 990 small islands, covering 
around 27,000 square kilometres, the Solomon 
Islands boasts rich cultural diversity and an 
array of terrain, species and natural resources. In 
many ways, it is an island paradise. Yet, like other 
small island developing states around the world, 
the nation faces a range of specific development 
challenges, now complicated by the emerging 
adverse impacts of climate change: rising sea 
levels, more variable and unpredictable rainfall, 
and more intense extreme weather events. The 
nation’s future depends on its capacity to adapt 
to and mitigate the impacts. Local capacity is also 
key.

Read more here.

Grappling with climate change in 
the Kingdom of Happiness:
Viet Nam embracing climate action 
in pursuit of a more sustainable, 
resilient future 
UNDP
For Bhutan, a tiny carbon‐neutral country nestled 
in the Himalayas between India and China, climate 
change is not just an environmental problem but 
a serious challenge to sustainable development. 
Communities face a range of climate‐related 
hazards: shrinking glaciers and water reservoirs; a 
higher incidence of diseases spread by mosquitos 
and floods; as well as more frequent flash floods, 
forest fires and landslides.For an overview of 
the changes, the challenges and the solutions, 
UNDP caught up with Secretary Chencho Norbu, 
head of the National Environment Commission 
Secretariat.

More information here.

From floods to drought and 
back: Getting weather-ready and 
climate-smart in Sri Lanka’s Dry 
Zone
UNDP

In 2012, Sri Lanka experienced its most acute 
drought in two decades and one of its worst years 
for crops. By January 2013, floods were affecting 
10 districts, many of which were earlier in the 
clutches of drought. In 2014, drought was again 
gripping the country, with over 1.8 million people 
affected. 

Over the past decade, Sri Lanka has experienced 
extreme and unprecedented swings in 
temperatures and rainfall patterns. The rural Dry 
Zone has been particularly affected, with poor 
farming communities – those least equipped to 
deal with such situations – suffering the worst 
impacts.

More information here.

https://undp-adaptation.exposure.co/wea-nao-bae-iu-go-where-will-you-go
https://undp-adaptation.exposure.co/wea-nao-bae-iu-go-where-will-you-go
https://undp-adaptation.exposure.co/grappling-with-climate-change-in-the-kingdom-of-happiness
https://undp-adaptation.exposure.co/from-floods-to-drought-back
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In adapting to climate change, 
gender is on the global agenda
UNDP in Asia and the Pacific

Climate change is among the most urgent 
challenges of our day and it’s critical to see, 
its impacts are not “gender neutral”. In fact, 
the situation is worst for the most vulnerable: 
according to the UNFCCC, in situations of poverty 
women commonly face higher risks and greater 
burdens from the impacts. The first step to 
addressing the issues is recognising them. And 
so it’s promising to see that over the past several 
years, with persistent advocacy and recognition of 
the issues, gender has been increasingly under the 
global spotlight.

Read more here.

Running dry: A window into the 
Dry Zone of Myanmar
UNDP in Asia and the Pacific

Around Southeast Asia, the impacts of climate 
change are becoming increasing apparent. 
Mean temperatures are increasing. Sea levels 
are rising. Monsoon rains are no longer arriving 
like clockwork. Rainfall is either too much or not 
enough. Ancient landscapes are transformed and 
transforming. Close to the land, rural communities 
are attuned to the changes. Yet they are often not 
equipped to adapt. As a consequence, already 
poor farmers across the region are struggling 
to make ends meet. Climate change is expected 
to exacerbate families’ hardship. To build the 
resilience of people living in what is now known 
as the “Dry Zone”, the Myanmar Government– 
with support from the Adaptation Fund and the 
UN Development Programme — is carrying out 
a programme of action to provide vulnerable 
farmers with the resources, knowledge and tools 
they need to support good harvests, despite 
changing weather patterns.

Read more here.

https://medium.com/@UNDPasiapac/in-adapting-to-climate-change-gender-is-on-the-global-agenda-601fd38f88e5
https://medium.com/@UNDPasiapac/running-dry-a-window-into-the-dry-zone-of-myanmar-a14e4e8731cb
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Building health resilience in a 
fast-changing climate
UNDP in Asia and the Pacific

Climate change over the years has changed the 
nature of infectious diseases both spatially and 
temporally. Diseases are spreading in new and 
unpredictable ways, and at surprising rates, 
leaving scientists and policy-makers grappling to 
understand their etiology and the ramifications. 
Integrated, coordinated, multi-sectoral systems 
responses are what can prevent an outbreak from 
reaching epidemic proportions.

Read more here.

CCA INFORMATION RESOURCES 
AND KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTS
REPORTS

Transformation towards 
sustainable and resilient societies 
in Asia and the Pacific
UNDP in Asia and the Pacific

This new UNDP report takes 
stock of the changing nature 
of risk in Asia and the Pacific, 
and the stresses, shocks 
and opportunities that are 
affecting a diverse region’s 
prospects for achieving the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). It quantifies 
the effects of selected natural 

hazards, commodity shocks and pollution shocks 
on the region’s fundamental human systems. It 
highlights practical efforts being made by citizens, 
civil society, government and the private sector to 
build resilience capacities. It urges attention on 
the need to strengthen our ability to transform 
our societies if we are to achieve the SDGs.

More information here.

Climate-Resilient Water 
Management: An operational 
framework from South Asia
Action on Climate Today (ACT)

Climate change presents considerable water 
management challenges in South Asia, and ACT’s 
framework highlights the practical considerations 
in operationalising a Climate Resilient Water 
Management (CRWM) approach as a way of 
increasing the resilience of water systems on 
which billions of people rely. This is the third of 
a series of reports based on ACT’s work in South 
Asia.

More information here. 

https://medium.com/undp-in-asia-and-the-pacific/building-health-resilience-in-a-fast-changing-climate-6f933a5d1a2e
http://www.asia-pacific.undp.org/content/rbap/en/home/library/sustainable-development/transformation-towards-sustainable-and-resilient-societies-in-asia-pacific.html
http://www.acclimatise.uk.com/collaborations/action-on-climate-today/#ui-id-7
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