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ICLEI—Local Governments for Sustainability is... 

● An  international association of local governments 

and national and regional local government 

organizations that have made a commitment to 

sustainable development; 

 

● A movement of cities, towns, counties and their 

associations accelerating sustainable development 

through local action; 

 

● A sustainable development agency for local 

governments. 
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History 

● Founded at United Nations, New York, 1990 as the International 

Council for Local Environmental Initiatives.  

 

● The council was established when more than 200 local 

governments from 43 countries convened at our inaugural 

conference, the World Congress of Local Governments for a 

Sustainable Future, at the United Nations in New York.  

 

● ICLEI - established as the international local government 

association, movement and agency for sustainability. 

 

● Rio 1992, Chapter 28 LA21 , Johannesburg 2002, Johannesburg 

Call, Local Government Declaration 

 

● ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability 
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Mission 

● To build and serve  

a worldwide movement of                                                                 

local governments 

to achieve tangible 

improvements  

in global sustainability                                                                     

with special focus on   

environmental conditions  

through cumulative local 

actions  
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More than 1200 ICLEI Members all over the 

world 

  Number of 

Members (% 

of Total) 

Africa (AF) 49 (4%) 

Eastern Asia (EA) 80 (7%) 

Eastern Europe, Caucasus, 

and Central Asia (EECCA) 
7 (1%) 

Latin America and Carribean 

(LAC) 
38 (3%) 

North America (NA) 645 (53%) 

North Africa, Middle East, and 

West Asia (NAMEWA) 
7 (1%) 

Oceania (OC) 141 (11%) 

South and Southeast Asia (SA) 84 (7%) 

West Central Europe (WCE) 177 (14%) 

Total 1228 (100%) 
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What does ICLEI do? 

● Develops and runs a broad range of campaigns and 

programs that address local sustainability issues while 

protecting global common goods (such as air quality, 

climate, water), and link local action to internationally 

agreed goals and targets.  

 

● Help local governments generate political awareness of key 

issues; establish plans of action towards defined, concrete, 

measurable targets; work towards meeting these targets 

through the implementation of projects; and evaluate local 

and cumulative progress toward sustainable development.  

 

● Provides information, delivers training, organizes 

conferences, facilitates networking and city-to-city 

exchanges, carries out research and pilot projects, and 

offers technical services and consultancy.  
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Eight Major Goals 

● Goal 1: Integrated sustainability policy 

● Goal 2: Resource-efficient city 

● Goal 3: BiodiverCities securing ecosystem services 

● Goal 4: Low carbon and climate neutral cities 

● Goal 5: Resilient communities 

● Goal 6: Green infrastructure 

● Goal 7: Green urban economy & jobs 

● Goal 8: Healthy & happy communities 
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The Southeast Asia Secretariat 

● The ICLEI Southeast Asia Secretariat 

started its operations in 1999 with the 

Cities for Climate ProtectionTM Campaign 

in the Philippines, and then it expanded to 

Thailand and Indonesia in 2002.  It 

became a legal entity in 2004. 

 

● 30 Members in Thailand, Indonesia and 

Philippines. 
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Program Areas 

● Biodiversity 

– Local Action for Biodiversity 

● Water and Sanitation 

– ACCESSanitation – Accelerating City to City 

Exchange for Sustainable Sanitation 

– Sustainable Water Integrated-Management & 

Governance (SWIM) 

● Green Climate Cities 

● Sustainability Management 

– ecoBUDGET 

– Realising DReAMS – Development of Resources 

and Access to Municipal Services 

● Resilient Communities 

– AsianCitiesAdapt 

– Disaster Risk Management 
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Thank you! 

www.iclei.org/sea 


