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Evolution of 

Conservation 

Approaches



• Origins of NbS?

2009 
IUCN UNFCC Position 

Paper 

2010
IUCN/WFF report

2013 
NbS 1 of 3 IUCN global 

programme areas

2016
Formal definition 

adopted at IUCN WCC

2017

IUCN advises EU 
Horizon 2020 EUR 180 

million research call

Early IUCN Origins
Built foundation on 
ecosystem approach 
for FLR, EbA, EcoDRR, 

etc.

2019
IUCN develops a 

draft global 
standard through 
2 rounds of public 

consultations

2020
NbS standard 

adopted by IUCN 
Council and 

operationalized 
by IUCN A global 

momentum 
on NbS



IUCN defines nature-based solutions 
as: “actions to protect, sustainably 
manage and restore natural or modified 
ecosystems, that address societal 
challenges (e.g. climate change, food and 
water security or natural disasters) 
effectively and adaptively, simultaneously 
providing human well-being and 
biodiversity benefits” 

Defining NbS



NbS have significant potential to address our societal 
challenges

37%
Amount of climate mitigation 

nature-based solutions can 
contribute to meeting Paris climate 

goal

US$ 170 billion
Estimated global benefits in 

ecosystem services from nature-
based solutions focused on climate

US$ 57 billion
Flooding damages averted by 

mangroves in China, India, Mexico, 
US and Viet Nam each year



Global Risk Report 2020



A complementary approach 

Hybrid approaches, utilizing a combination of 
natural and grey infrastructure

Synergies

Natural infrastructure Grey infrastructure



A differentiated approach 



Enabling NbS with the standard





Conservation-Development Dilemma 
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