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Event Summary  

On November 5, 2020, 180 participants from Asia-Pacific and beyond attended the virtual dialogue session 

on Nature-based Resilience. The participants represented various sectors from multilateral organizations, 

government, and academia to CSOs and the private sector. This webinar was part of the Asia-Pacific 

Adaptation Network (APAN) virtual dialogue series, hosted by the Ministry of Environment of Japan, for 

the upcoming APAN Forum which will take place virtually on March 8-12 2021. The webinar was 

moderated by Ms. Maeve Nightingale (Senior Programme Officer, IUCN Asia Regional Office) and Ms. Lis 

Mullin Bernhardt (Programme Officer, UNEP) with Ms. Anna Kilponen (Regional Liaison, Global Adaptation 

Network, UNEP) as a rapporteur. 

 

Keynote and Resilience Framework 

The moderator, Ms. Maeve Nightingale from IUCN, opened the webinar by providing a brief background 

on the concept and definition of Nature-based Solutions (NbS) highlighting that there are many different 

terms for NbS, including Ecosystem-based Adaptation (EbA), Ecosystem-based Disaster Risk Reduction 

(Eco-DRR), or Nature-based Solutions for Resilience, among many others, that are often used 

interchangeably. The goal of the webinar was to explore the key enabling conditions (climate governance, 

planning, science, technology, and financing) in the context of NbS for resilience in Asia-Pacific. 

 

The webinar opened with Mr. Takahashi Kazuaki, Director of the Climate Change Adaptation Office, Global 

Environment Bureau, Ministry of the Environment of Japan (MoEJ), providing the Opening Remarks where 

he reiterated Japan’s support to adaptation issues including EbA approaches. He reflected on how the 

disastrous 2011 earthquake and tsunami that followed lead to the recognition of the importance of going 

beyond conventional “grey solutions” (such as building sea walls) to integrating NbS and Eco-DRR (such as 

coastal forests and wetlands) with already existing solutions to reduce disaster risk and support of climate 

change adaptation through evaluation and proactive conservation and restoration of ecosystems. He 

emphasized that there is a need to shift from the status quo to adaptive recovery by learning from 

historical wisdom and properly managing nature through NbS. 

 

Following the Opening Remarks, Dr. Ashok Khosla, Chairman and Founder, Development Alternatives and 

TARA, delivered an Inspirational Talk where he acknowledged that mitigation and adaptation are two 

separate issues of climate change but that there are synergies between them and there are co-benefits if 

these issues are addressed together. He also highlighted the interlinkages between human livelihoods, 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 

climate and biodiversity and the importance and power of systemic ecosystem restoration and 

regeneration, and the ways in which integrated natural resource management can deliver benefits to 

social wellbeing, ecological security and economic development and prosperity. In the talk, he also 

acknowledged the power of investing in nature and the remarkable return of investment when investing 

in nature. 

 

Next, a video What is Ecosystem-based Adaptation? was shown explaining the variety of co-benefits that 

EbA and NbS provide that are crucial to human beings in addressing issues like sea-level rise, heatwaves 

and droughts. 

 

Mr. Raphael Glemet, Senior Programme Officer at IUCN, presented the key elements of the resilience 

outlook, and set the scene for the webinar discussion. He introduced the definition of the NbS by the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) as “actions to protect, sustainably manage, and 

restore natural or modified ecosystems, that address societal challenges effectively and adaptively, 

simultaneously providing human well-being and biodiversity benefits”. In the Resilience outlook, Raphael 

presented the strengths and weaknesses of the enablers that play a crucial role in implementing NbS for 

resilience which are: i) governance, ii) planning & processes, iii) science & assessments, iv) technology & 

practices, and v) financing & investments. The strengths included national government actions and 

commitments, and the availability of tools, assessments and case studies that demonstrate the role of 

NBS in resilience. However, there are weaknesses in terms of inclusion of communities, mainstreaming 

and scaling up NBS, lack of ecosystem service valuation and knowledge sharing, and lack of financing from 

the private sector for NbS for resilience.  

 

Panel discussion 

The webinar panel had representation from a broad spectrum of different perspectives from 

communities, science and technical knowledge, government, and finance. 

 

In her intervention, Ms. Fatema Rajabali, Associate Programme Officer for UNFCCC/Nairobi Work 

Programme (NWP) discussed the key gaps in science and technical knowledge. She highlighted that in 

order to design effective adaptation strategies, it’s critical to better understand the long-term interactions 

and drivers of impacts and how they affect the adaptive capacity. She said that investments are needed 

for long-term research for data management and exchange, and emphasized the need for better 

monitoring and evaluation to track the effectiveness of strategies. She highlighted that adaptation 

initiatives need to be driven and informed by traditional knowledge and indigenous people’s knowledge 

systems. As an example of a project that addresses knowledge barriers that hinder the implementation 

and scaling up adaptation action, she mentioned the LAKI (Lima Adaptation Knowledge Initiative) that aims 

to identify, categorize and prioritize and eventually, through collaborative actions, to close knowledge 

gaps in a particular subregion. At the moment, the LAKI process has been started for the Pacific SIDS in 

collaboration with UNFCCC, UNEP GAN and APAN, and SPREP. 

 

Ms. Sesimani Lokotui, National Coordinator of GEF Small Grants Programme, Tonga shared some insights 

from her work with the local communities and emphasized that nature-based solutions do work but the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fhDuqvRk6LY&t=1s


 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 

solutions need to be tailored for communities and need to be context specific. She explained that 

something that works in one island, may not work on another and echoed Fatema’s remarks on the 

importance of traditional knowledge and that in order to ensure the longevity and sustainability of a 

project, traditional knowledge needs to be considered and merged with scientific knowledge, solutions 

need to be culturally appropriate and community involvement and ownership are critical from the very 

start of the project. For instance, interventions and actions to support appropriate water management in 

Tonga and other Pacific Islands need to be designed with the local communities to foster sustainable and 

long-term impact.  

 

Mr. Joshua Wycliffe, the Permanent Secretary for the Ministry of Waterways and Environment from the 

Government of Fiji provided some examples on experiences on implementing NbS for resilience in Fiji. He 

explained that SIDS such as Fiji are facing critical challenges in relation to climate change and sea-level 

rise, and to answer these challenges, part of the government’s agenda is to foster innovative solutions 

that are implemented both locally and collectively across the nation. Joshua emphasized that the NbS 

used in Fiji can deliver multiple benefits, for instance by planting the Vetiver-plans, the soil is strengthened 

and stabilized, water flows are slowed down, erosion and soil loss are minimized and consequently the 

coastlines are strengthened against storm surges. The government has also pioneered a hybrid-system to 

protect the coastline that combines natural solutions (mangroves and vetiver) with nature-based 

boulders. He also added that Fiji is working in partnership across sectors and for instance, the government 

is collaborating with IUCN to adopt the IUCN’s Global Standard for NbS to examine how it can help Fiji to 

assess and evaluate the outcomes and longevity of NbS for resilience. 

 

Dr. Barney Dickson, Senior Programme Management Officer, UNEP talked about some of the approaches 

in maximizing government investment for NbS. He began by highlighting that Fiji, in particular, has been a 

leader in this space of adopting NbS and sets an example for other countries to follow. He emphasized 

that there is a need to acknowledge and address the barriers that exist to getting governments to do more 

in this space, and that we need to show that NbS solutions can be effective and (economically, socially, 

and technically) feasible and can deliver resilience benefits. He pointed out that we need to focus not only 

on governments but need to think of a more holistic approach and focus on other actors as well calling 

for a greater collaboration between governments and other sectors. He also noted that there is a need 

for greater involvement and outreach for the private sector in these conversations. 

 

Q&A Session 

Following the panel discussion, Ms. Lis Mullin Bernhardt, Programme Officer from UNEP and the 

Coordinator of Global Adaptation Network (GAN), moderated the Q&A session. 

The first question on ecotourism was addressed for Joshua asking how a country like Fiji can mitigate and 

balance the possible negative impacts of ecotourism. Joshua noted that the first thing to consider is to 

have a good state of the environment report and an understanding of the baseline of the environment, 

and what resources are available and where, and have a system in place to keep track of the resources. In 

addition, Fiji also has a levy system for tourists in the country to ensure responsible tourism. Finally, 

responsible tourism development also requires a proper impact assessment and analysis of any tourist 

traffic and throughout project design and a plan for mitigation of those impacts. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 

 

A question was raised for Fatema on what role does regional cooperation play in terms of scientific and 

technical knowledge sharing. She explained that there are a number of different avenues and spaces 

created to facilitate the sharing of such knowledge, for instance, the upcoming UNFCCC Climate Dialogues 

will provide an opportunity to exchange regional perspectives, knowledge, and findings. This is 

complemented by the work UNFCCC does in developing NAPS and NDCs, and there are also other avenues 

such as the NWP and other institutional arrangements within UNFCCC. 

 

The next question was addressed to Sesimani and it was about how to motivate the public to own NbS 

especially in rural and developing communities. Sesimani emphasized that community involvement is the 

key in getting the buy-in from communities for projects. The communities need to be involved, and the 

project design process needs to consider traditional and cultural norms and people in the communities 

need to have a say in the overall project design. This way communities will be motivated to implement 

and help support the longevity and sustainability of the project. 

 

The final question was addressed to Barney and it was about the financial mechanisms that are available 

to incentivize NbS and upcoming opportunities for finance for NbS, such as the Global EbA Fund. Barney 

said that the Global EbA Fund, jointly implemented by IUCN and UNEP, will be launched soon and the call 

for proposals will open early next year seeking to provide grants to NGOs of all types to address specific 

challenges that prevent the scaling up of EbA solutions. The intention is that this Fund can operate as a 

vehicle to catalyze activities to support the implementation and scaling up of EbA. In terms of other 

financial mechanisms, he emphasized that we need to be open to a range of different and innovative 

instruments and be aware of the risks and benefits of different mechanisms in different contexts. 

All the questions asked during the webinar have been posted on Nature-based Resilience Slack channel 

where the discussion continues.  

 

Mentimeter polls 

Throughout the webinar, several Mentimeter polls were run to gather inputs and thoughts from the 

audience on nature-based resilience. In terms of what NbR means to the audience members, aspects like 

sustainability, ecosystem services, green infrastructure, climate adaptation and action, and communities 

stood out (Figure 1.). The topics proposed for discussion at the APAN Forum include sustainability, 

governance, urban planning, and ecosystem services as well as community engagement, indigenous 

knowledge, the NbS Standard, financial mechanisms and cross-sectoral partnerships (Figure 2.). Further 

to these, the audience was asked what are the main priorities for implementing NbS for resilience and in 

the answers aspects like urban planning, integrating indigenous knowledge and solutions, community 

involvement, partnerships across sectors, and holistic and integrated approaches for NbS stood out as 

some of the key things the audience believes are important.  

 

Video and other resources 

The recording of the webinar can be accessed through this link on the APAN website, and the invitation 

to the Nature-based Resilience Slack workspace is here. 

https://join.slack.com/t/apan-forum/shared_invite/zt-igvhmdjr-0Wu18xI1JrK15ee1wiiZHg
http://www.asiapacificadapt.net/adaptationforum2020/videos/
https://join.slack.com/t/apan-forum/shared_invite/zt-igvhmdjr-0Wu18xI1JrK15ee1wiiZHg


 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 Figure 1. This Mentimeter word cloud shows what the NbR means to the audience members. 

 
Figure 2. This Mentimeter word cloud indicates what topics the audience would like to hear discussed in 
the upcoming APAN Forum.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 


