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Solar panel sales seen dropping first
time in decade feeding glut: Energy
Global, March 8, 2012

Fewer solar panels will be installed this year as the first
drop in more than a decade worsens a glut of the unsold
devices, an analyst survey showed.

Energy saving
wastewater
treatment wins

Qinorannra nratar

News

Development of solar power output
prediction system pursued

Japan, March 9, 2012

Business warns of $3b gap in carbon
pricing
Australia, March 8, 2012

World can tap into water management
China, March 8, 2012

Mitsubishi Heavy told to pay GE $170
million over turbines
United States, March 9, 2012

Voters call for action on climate change
Australia, March 8, 2012

Airbus says China blocking orders over
EU scheme

China, March 9, 2012

Tax tool to promote green vehicles
China, March 8, 2012
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News & Features - Adaptation

Experts predict
surge in floods
Australia, March 12, 2012
Scientists agree that the
assumption the future climate
will mirror the past no longer
halds. This has implications for flood planning...

New water alliance launched

Singapore, February 24, 2012

Anew water alliance has been launched to lead
research and specialist consultancy services in
Southeast Aszia. In partnership with Dutch research
institute Deltares, the Mational University of Singapore
(MUSY has launched a new water alliance called
MUSDeltares. It...

Pakistan, India adopt unanimous
resolution on challenges to climate
change

Pakistan, February 16, 2012

Delegations from Pakistan and India have stressed the
need to work together to address challenges to climate
change to achieve food and energy security, sustainable
livelihoods, conservation of biodiversity, enhanced water
use efficiency, promation of...

Scientists urge
countries to adopt
‘climate-smart’
agriculture

Global, January 23, 2012
Agricultural experts, frustrated
with climate talks, have called on scientists to
aggressively promote action on sustainahle agriculture..

Opinion & Blogs - Adaptation

How Camotes Island became a model
of waste mgmit, disaster readiness
Philippines, February 27, 2012

Imagine people who will calmly pick their dizaster kit and
head for safer grounds in the peak of a natural disaster.
Unlike the panicked reaction of Cebu City folks during
the 6.9-magnitude earthquake last February 6, the
residents of San Franciscoin...

GMS policy-makers discuss growth
amid water, energy and food
challenges

“ietnam, February 20, 2012

Folicy-makers from the Greater Mekong Subregion
(GMS) began discussions today on the challenges and
oppoartunities for balancing economic growth with
enviranmental sustainahility in Bangkak. The two-day
canference, entitled The GMS 2020: Balancing
Economic...

World Bank backs climate response
“ietnam, February 4, 2012

The Warld Bank an Thursday approved the firstof a
series of three operations that will strengthen and
enhance Viet Mam's respanse to climate change. The
operation will suppoart the development and adoption of
priority actions to strengthen palicies,..

Three countries to test climate smart
farming

“ietnam, January 16, 2012

Malawi, Zambia and Vietnam will take partin a new
project to transition to climate-smart agriculture. The
goal is to help farmers adapt to climate change, while
helping to control farming's carhon emissions. The EL
and UM Food and Agriculture Organization...

Qatar Alternative
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Their investment decisions will
affect future growth: Vivian
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Singapore Case Study

a) Increased flooding
b) Coastal land loss
c)Water resource scarcity

d) Public health impact from
resurgence of diseases

e) Heat stress

f) Increased energy
demand

) Impacts on biodiversity
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LAST YEAR, floods along the Orchard
Road shopping belt caused damage esti-
mated to run into millions of dollars.

Last Friday, floods swept once again
into the basements of Liat Towers and
Lucky Plaza.

Burger chain Wendy's said it was still
totting up the damage from the latest
deluge at its Liat Towers outlet.

‘The floods in June last year caused it
$500,000 in damage.

Asked if it would move out at the end
of its lease, the fast-food chain’s

‘Ihe Liat Towers spokesman added
L -

ﬂo:

continuously pumping water out at a gh-

What happened

N -

.zsﬂ time-stamped photo by Liat Towers' owner Goldvein shows knee-deep water along

had never faced such severe Hooding

£ cam@sph.com.sg
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the pedestrian mall outside Liat Towers' floodgates.

The top of the stairs leading to Liat Towers' basement is above water, but its basement is in knee-deep water. PHOTO: GOLDVEIN

NATIONAL water agency PUB sends out
SMS alerts on water levels in various ca-
nals or drains to its netwerk of subserl
ers, which include building managers.

Subscribers may select the canals or
drains which they wish to monitor. The
alerts tell them when the water level in
these canals rises above 50 per cent, 75
per cent, 90 per cent and 100 per cent,
and when it falls below those levels.

The following is a timeline based on
those alerts and eyewitness accounts dur-
ing the heavy downpour on Dec 23.

4 5 PM The water level at Stam-

. ford Canal, measured from the
sensor nearest Liat Towers, is above SO
per cent. PUB's SMS alert sent out at this
time reads: “Stamford Canal (Forum):
Water level rise above 50%. Low Flood
Risk.” Liat Towers' building

5 0 PM The water level rises above
. 75 per cent to “moderate flood
risk”, according to the PUB alert, Eyewit-
nesses say it is raining heavily, and that
the water level in Liat Towers' basement

plaza is rising.
5 0 PM The water level in the ca-

. nal exceeds 90 per cent. The
SMS alert at this point describes this as
“high flood risk”.

5 0 PM The water level rises
. “ahove 100 per cent”, says the
alert. It has gone from 00 per cent to

more than 100 per cent in the space of
three minutes.

5 25 PM Liat Towers' time-stamped
- show knee-deep

activates its flood gates, which pop up.

water along the pedestrian mall outside

its floodgates. The top of the stairs lead-

ing to Liat Towers' basement is above

water, but its basement is in knee-deep

water,

5 2 PM Liat Towers’ building man-
. agement sets up a hose to

pump water out of the basement.

5 36 M The water level in the ca-

. nal falls to below 100 per cent,

says the PUB alert.

5 3 PM 1t falls to below 90 per
0 cent.

5 4 PM It falls further to belaw 75

= per cent.

5.5 PM It falls to below 50 per
. cent.

Who pays for flood damage?

marketing and branding manager Seng
Woonfa said: “We will assess the
situation.”

Insurance litigation specialist Edric
Pan, a partner in law firm Rodyk & Dav-
idson, said much depends on the extent
of the shops’ insurance coverage.

“If their own insurance covers flood
damage, they can look to their insurers
to cover their losses,” he said.

But the owners of a building cannot
be held liable if the flood is caused by a
public eanal overflowing, as there would
have been nothing the owners could rea-
sonably have done to prevent that.

The tenants in a building will, howev-
er, be able to file claims against the build-
ing management if it can be shown that
it had contributed to the flood, such as
by failing to clear a blocked gutter.

The damage from last year's floods
was covered by Liat Towers' insurance
as well as insurance policies taken out
by the individual tenants.

Following that deluge, which has
since been attributed to the Stamford Ca-
nal overflowing, the building manage-
ment spent $500,000 on pop-up fload-
gates. It also put $11,000 into small
flood barriers in front of Wendy's,

Dec 23, 2011 5:50 PM

Stamford Canal (Wisma
Atria):Water level fall
below 50%. Low Flood
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coffee outlet Starbucks and clothing
retailer Massimo Dutti, and waived
three days of rent for affected tenants.
This time round, the management
has pitched in with a post-flood clean-
up; it is still in talks with its tenants on
how else it can help them, said a spokes-
man for Liat Towers’ owner Goldvein.
Said Mr Seng of Wendy's: “We have
to solve the issue, rather than pointing
fingers. That is the most pragmatic
v.”

GRACE CHUA
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Floodwaters in the carpark behind Orchard Building in the Orchard
Road shopping belt (left) and in Hertford Road near KK Women's
and Children's Hospital (above) yesterday. PHOTOS: STOMP

did not

FROM
PAGE A1

Starbucks crew actually used a (second-
ary) barrier in front of their shop, but
that didn’t work and water started seep-
ing through.”

She managed to get out when it was
shin-deep and still rising.

Yesterday's heavy rain caused “pond-
ing"” at Orchard Road malls and floods in
other areas, said national water agency
PUB, as people thronged the shopping
belt to do their last-minute Christmas
shopping.

Liat Towers was the worst-hit, but
Lucky Plaza was also inundated.

PUB said the “ponding” at Liat Towers
was caused by prolonged heavy rain
which fell directly into the building’s
open basement area.

“Based on our monitering, Stamford
Canal did not overflow. If it had, it would
have resulted in flooding on Orchard
Road which was not the case yesterday,”
said a spokesman.

“Our officers will work with the
management of Liat Towers to
investigate further and determine the

iate additional to be

taken.”

PUB: St

amford

Canal

overflow

Yesterday’s floods
are likely to raise questions
over the adequacy of
flood-protection measures in
the area such as flood barriers
at Liat Towers and the raising
of a 1.4km stretch of road.

of rain fell on Orchard Road in the three
hours between 2.20pm and 5.20pm.

In June last year, 100mm of rain fell in
two hours when Orchard Road was
flooded.

Then, both Liat Towers and Lucky
Plaza were overwhelmed, with
merchandise swept out and away by
rising waters.

Yesterday's floods are likely to raise
questions over the adequacy of flood-pro-
tection measures in the area, such as
flood barriers at Liat Towers and the
raising of a 1.4km stretch of road from
Orange Grove Road to Cairnhill Road.

At the underpass between Lucky Plaza
and Ngee Ann City, the water was
ankle-deep, with an oily sheen.

. Wave after wave of pedesl_rians wal‘ked

pass, only to be turned away when they
saw it was cordoned off.

Other areas were also submerged in
yesterday's downpour, with water rising
as high as 30cm in some places.

Between 4pm and 6pm, Newton
Circus, United Square, parts of Bukit
Timah, Kampong Java and Lincoln Road
were among those hit by flash floods.

Road improvement works in some of
these areas had been completed, such as
at Lincoln Road.

The PUB had raised a 200m stretch
along the road last year by about 50cm,
but it said the rain yesterday was still too
intense. About 140.8mm fell in the area
in the three hours between 2.20pm and
5.20pm.

An ongoing project at the nearby
Rochor Canal to reduce flooding in the
area will be completed by 2014.

At Wee Nam Road, which was also
atfected yesterday, ongoing work to
expand the area's drains will be complet-
ed by 2013.

PUB said most of the flash floods had
subsided by 6.30pm.

Along Sixth Avenue in Bukit Timah,
water bubbled out of the drains and
grates, but shop owners and residents
said they were not affected.

Most shops in the area were prepared:

¥

Staff from Parafoil Design & Engineering demonstrating how to set up a floodgate outside Forum
The Shopping Mall yesterday. A Sm-long floodgate was set up at the mall and another one will be
put up at Tanglin Mall next month. PUB's announcement of details of 10 new drainage projects
came as flash floods hit the Orchard Road shopping belt yesterday. ST PHOTO: KEVIN LIM

Drainage in 10 areas
to be improved

I By Krzia Ton & Gracr Cria
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Get off
the couch

Mall-cruising and phone texting on
the move are not competitive sports.
Nor are console games played with
buddies in front of televisions or at
video arcades. Yet, these are activities
‘many Singaporeans excel in. Which is
why an ambitious plan by a
committee charting the path for
Singapore sports over the next two
decades deserves support for its
attempt to encourage and instil a
life-long interest in the outdoors,
fitness and games.

N EDITORIAL PAGE A27

COLUMNS

Students short-changed

South Korean students pay
some of the highest fees in
v the world for what is on
- paper one of the best

education systems — but

Bruce Gale says that is an illusion, and

they should get what they pay for.

I REVIEW PAGE A28

OUR READER SAYS

Cross-border crime fear

Rohan Langley raises the terrifying
possibility that a lack of cross-border
police cooperation could mean
Malaysian criminals can commit
crimes here safe in the knowledge
that if they get back across the
border, they are unlikely to be caught.
= FORUM PAGE A29

‘What it should have been

IN LAST Friday’s report, “ ‘Red’ fears
grip major HK daily”, we said a rare
‘meeting held recently between South
China Morning Post chief executive
Kuok Hui Kwong and China's top
official in Hong Kong and Macau, Mr
‘Wang Guangya, triggered concerns
that it led to the appointment of the
Post’s new editor-in-chief Wang
Xiangwei, He is the first mainlander
to take the role.

The Post has clarified that the
‘meeting took place a year ago.

Agencies need to work
together in flood fight

Coordinated response
needed to execute plan,
manage any conflicts

I By FENG ZENGKUN

ATE last month, national water

agency PUB announced its bat-

tle plan to reduce floods in Sin-

gapore over the next five years.

It will spend $750 million on 20
drainage projects, including the expan-
sion of six major canals across the island.
Also promised are smaller engineering fix-
es such as rooftop gardens to slow rain
water and flood barriers to keep the water
out,

Arguably, it is a complete management
system to tackle floods at various points
of the rain-water chain. But the devil is in
the details, Independent engineers told
The Straits Times that PUB may find the
plan difficult to implement, raising other
issues which should also be addressed.

The $750 million figure sounds impres-
sive. But PUB is already spending about
$150 million a year on drainage projects.
This amounts to $750 million over five
years. The canals run through built-up es-
tates such as Rochor and Bukit Timah,
and widening them in these crowded are-
as may be difficult.

Where possible, the expansions will
take away space from future and existing
roads, homes and businesses. The excava-
tion works and expansions could lead to
intrusions into private property, said Dr
Ho Nyok Yong, president of the Singa-
pore Contractors Association.

Associate Professor Tan Soon Keat, an
Institution of Engineers fellow, said the
capacity of the canals is likely to be re-
duced during the construction work, lead-
ing to a higher risk of floods. Widening
the canals could also change the water’s

speed and how sediment is transported,
affecting eco-systems in reservoirs.

Four of the canals for enlargement are
upstream of the Marina Reservoir, magni-
fying the risk. Computer models should
be used to predict the environmental im-
pact of the work, said National University
of Singapore Assistant Professor Vivien
Chua. Whether the drainage projects
would reduce floods or simply shift them
from one place to another is another perti-
nent question.

Only sections of the canals in flood-
prone areas will be enlarged. Tf sections
farther downstream cannot handle more
water from these expansions, the projects
will only transfer the floods downstream.
But PUB explained that its hydraulic
checks ensure the problem will not be
transferred farther downstream, and con-
ditions will be no different than before.

PUB’s other measures could also bring
it into conflict with other agencies. It will
work with developers to install features
such as rooftop gardens to help slow and
retain rain water during storms. These

will be built into new and, if necessary, ex-
isting buildings.

But flood-prone areas such as Orchard
Road and Bukit Timah are built-up and
are unlikely to have many new develop-
ments. For the features to be effective,
they will have to be compulsory and ap-
plied to existing buildings.

But other agencies may have their own
plans for the rooftops of existing build-
ings. The Housing Board (HDB), for exam-
ple, plans to install solar panels on
rooftops in 30 precincts by 2014, Engi-
neering fixes at the street level may also
affect other services such as train systems
and water, sewage and power utilities.

Associate Professor Susanto Teng of
Nanyang Technological University’s civil
and environmental engineering school
said changes in the soil pressure could af-
fect the stability of MRT tunnels. “When
both MRT works and canal works happen
at the same location, things can be
tricky,” he said.

PUB said the expansion of canals near
tunnel works will be led by the Land

s

Transport Authority (LTA) to better coor-
dinate the projects.

Potential conflicts with other agencies
is why a whole-of-government approach
to flooding is necessary. Such an ap-
proach will address other issues such as
pedestrian and traffic flow disruptions,
urban planning and the effect of the
projects on homes and businesses.

Such eoordination is important as land
use - on rooftops, at the street level and
even underground - will become more
competitive.

Minister for the Environment and Wa-
ter Resources Vivian Balakrishnan has
said an underground detention pond to re-
lieve Stamford Canal and reduce floods in
Orchard Road would have to be the size
of two to three football fields. PUB is stud-
ying its feasibility and will announce its
findings by May.

But last month, the Government said a
masterplan was under way to map out
possible uses of underground space
across the country. The Singapore Geolo-
gy Office, set up in 2010 to provide sub-
terranean data for future underground
planning, is yet to complete this work.

Currently, the land-use masterplan is
reviewed every five years, while the drain-
age masterplan will be updated every three
years, from next year. Engineers point out
that the different timetables do not make
sense as work on one level affects the oth-
ers. Greater alignment between the agen-
cies would also result in more efficient use
of limited available land.

The Ministry of National Development
(MND), for example, is considering plans
to add more car spaces to ease shortages
in older estates. Theoretically at least,
MND can work with PUB so that the new
spaces can absorb rain water.

In the United States and Bragil, the au-
thorities have jointly redeveloped car-
parks with porous material instead of nor-
1mal asphalt. This allows the carpark spac-
es to double as water retention areas dur-
ing storms.

An inter-agency committee was
formed in 2010 to tackle floods, compris-
ing the PUB, HDB, Singapore Land Au-
thority, LTA, Building and Construction
Authority, National Parks Board and in-
dustrial landlord JTC Corp. But little has
been heard from it since its recommenda-
tions last year for higher platform and
crest levels for buildings.

Let it lead the way. Give it a deadline,
task it with integrating the masterplans
and solutions and put its findings up for
public discussion. Explain the trade-offs
between flood prevention and other goals
clearly.

This will not only improve the plans,
but also restore confidence in the flood
situation being resolved - not just punted
into another arena.

=] com.sg
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Sunday, December 25, 2011

Whole island submerged then can call it "Flood"

i listen now

s.' ,—r e

The PUE is pleased to announce that Singapore did not flood yesterday. It

merely encountered some "ponding”.
In some places, it was just puddling.

| suppose anything below chin level isn't floading. Because, you know, flooding
implies our drainage systems were not adequate.

Fhoto fom Alar Seaks FE)
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Keep climate
change
in the news

Global warming is not
about environment
only; it cuts across
economic, social issues

§
N1

Jessica Cheam

had drowned in a flash-flood inci-
dent, when he fell into a drain in
the Moulmein area concealed by
the high water levels.

Singaporeans were instantly
abuzz about the floods. Not again,
they complained. Last year, Singa-
pore had also experienced heavy
flooding in June and, in particular,
parts of Orchard Road such as Liat
Towers were flooded, among other
areas, destroying millions of dol-
lars’ worth of goods. A review of
our flood-prevention systems then
led to flood levees being installed
in Orchard Road, and plans were
‘made to enlarge and widen drains.

But it looks like it was not
enough. Tough questions are now
being asked: What has changed
such that our drainage system,
which worked for the best part of
the last three decades, is no longer

d ]

t was a strange confluence of

events. Last Sunday, I was in

Budapest, Hungary, participat-

ing in a journalists’ seminar

organised by the Asia-Europe
Foundation (Asef) on climate
change and the media’s role in fur-
thering the debate.

It seemed fitting as it was also
World Environment Day. And on
that day, Mother Nature seemed in-
tent on reminding Singapore of the
unpredictable force that she is - Sin-
gapore experienced its worst floods
this year, which ruined the retail
shops in the basement of Tanglin
Mall and caused Bukit Timah
Road's canals to overflow and flood
the roads.

This came on the heels of recent
tragic news that an Indonesian boy

A few reasons have emerged: rub-
bish choking our drains, overbuild-
ing in certain areas that results in
water hitting concrete with no
place to go, and alert systems that
failed.

But there’s one other important
factor — one we cannot control -
which is that Singapore's climate
patterns have changed, likely per-
manently, and our low-lying island
is set to see heavier precipitation
from now on

Inevitably, climate change has
been mentioned in the news cover-
age of the floods. Environment and
‘Water Resources Minister Vivian
Balakrishnan acknowledged the
“very high probability that our
weather patterns have changed”,
and that Singapore's planning
norms and building codes must be

LIANHE WANBAQ FILE PHOTO

Last Sunday, roads were flooded when the canals in Bukit Timah Road overflowed during heavy rain. were
instantly abuzz, but will they forget the reality of climate change as soon as the sun shines again?

PHOTO: AP

Flood survivors in Pakistan negotiating a flooded road. Climate stories, usually
page-fillers in its papers, were given top coverage after the massive floods.

reviewed in the light of this devel-
opment.

Although weather events can-
not be specifically pinned on cli-
‘mate change, there is an emerging
consensus that the increase in the
incidence of extreme weather
events across the globe is due to un-
predictable and changing climate
patterns.

The public, who on a normal
sunny day do not give two hoots
about the environment, have sud-
denly sat up and taken notice.

Are Singaporeans finally feeling
the impact?

Across the world, we are seeing

trends of nations being awakened
to this new reality. Climate stories
were but page-fillers in Pakistan, for
example, until the country experi-
enced massive floods that claimed
many lives, then they were given
the same top coverage as terrorism,
governance and the economy.

But the challenge is sustaining
the momentum.

When the floods subside, and
the sun shines again, will Singapore-
ans forget?

How do media practitioners
bring home to the average person
that the choices he makes today,
the government policies he sup-

think

June 12, 2011 thesundaytimes

Itis not just an environment sto-
ry because it cuts across economic,
policy and social issues. It has be-
come the important context with
which to view global develop-
ments.

It challenges certain fundamen-
tal and conventional notions, for
example, on economic growth and
its definitions. Already we are begin-
ning to see interesting debates on
whether there are alternative mod-
els that could redefine growth in
the next century. Policies are also
being made with climate change at
their heart — from Germany's ener-
gy policy to trade negotiations at
multilateral meetings.

Then there’s the good news:
There are unparalleled opportuni-
ties offered by this global chal-
lenge, whether it is finding the
next renewable energy technology,
or inventing a flood-proof system
to impl in flood-prone areas

P

ports or rejects, will ultimately
have an impact on his daily life in
the near future?

At the 6th Asia-Europe Journal-
ists’ Seminar, this was a question
that 30 journalists across Asia and
Europe grappled with.

Following the high-profile Unit-
ed Nations climate change summit
in Copenhagen in 2009, media cov-
erage of climate change dropped
drastically, back to 2005 levels, ac-
cording to DailyClimate.org.

Similar trends were found in
studies by other institutions such
as the University of Colorado and
Oxford University. Earth Journal-
ism Network executive director
James Fahn, who spoke at the semi-
nar, noted that this was also partly
due to “climate fatigue”. People
have grown tired of phrases such as
“climate change” and “environ-
ment”.

This is partly because stories on
the climate and environment often
involve bad news: floods, loss of
lives, melting glaciers, rising food
and energy prices, and so on.

So what can we do?

The seminar threw up a set of
recommendations (full details can
be found on Asef's website
www.asef.org), which remind me-
dia practitioners that, to borrow Mr
Fahn's words, climate change is not
just an environment story.

- stories that have largely been
under-reported compared with the
negative stories on the consequenc-
es of climate change.

The seminar also noted that
while writers should be careful not
to provide “false balance” in sto-
ries, such as by including mislead-
ing or inaccurate statements from
climate-change sceptics, they
should also strive to be objective
and reflect any new developments
in climate science - even if they
challenge the current consensus.

This helps climate change report-
ing, as a whole, gain credibility.

Most importantly, staries on cli-
mate change need to speak directly
to readers, to help them under-
stand their role in this global chal-
lenge

The stories on the floods in Sin-
gapore are a good example of how
climate change can affect the man
in the street.

People may ask: Why should we
care? And, how do my consumer
choices matter?

Well, they matter a lot, since the
complex problem of climate
change will ultimately affect the
price of the petrol you put in your
car, how much your plate of noo-
dles costs, and what type of jobs
you can expect to see in the future.

It's important to keep it on the
agenda because, like the floods last
Sunday, it could come out of no-
where and catch us unprepared.

[l jcheam@sph.com.sg
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True test of self-reliance

Tt speaks well of Singaporeans’ famed
spirit of self-reliance that eight in 10
respondents to an Institute of Policy
Studies survey agreed people should
take personal initiative more than
depend on the Government to cope
‘with the recession. The ability if not
the willingness to sacrifice, however,
will face an increasingly severe test as
the jobless rate continues to rise. The
survey was conducted before the job
situation worsened.

I EDITORIAL PAGE A23
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EE[W[‘IS n a chess game |

China sees its relationship
with the EU as a game of
7 chess with 27

Black marks on green blueprint

Bold action, flexibility
needed to turn S’pore
into environmental hub

= | ¥ By JessicA CHEAM

FTER more than a year in the

making, Singapore’s $1 billion

blueprint on how to become a

greener, more sustainable na-

tion was finally unveiled by an
inter-ministerial committee two Mon-
d:lys ago.

opponents, and it’s time
the Europeans got their act
together, says Jonathan Eyal.
I REVIEW PAGE A23

Help the little ones

Governments should act early to help
vulnerable children rather than try to
fix problems later, says Jack Shonkoff.
I REVIEW PAGE A24

OUR READER SAYS
Not a popularity contest

The STTA should have at least
nominated Liu Guodong as Coach of
the Year, as he did bring back an
Olympic medal, says Woffles Wu.

I FORUM PAGE A25

o
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www.straitstimes.com

M Reme Ahmad says
Malacca’s airport
expansion is designed to
attract Singaporeans on
holiday.

™ Joanne Lee describes how
The Straits Times is
Y experimenting with
tter.

the Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB) launcl\ed alandmark re-
port the same day on the economics of cli-
mate change in South-east Asia, high-
lighting the damage the region will suffer
if this goes unaddressed.

In that sense, the launch of Singa-
pore's blueprint could nol have been
more timely.

Leaving aside the ongoing economic
crisis, climate change is arguably the
most important item now on the interna-
tional agenda.

A landmark global deal on curbing
greenhouse gas emissions is expected to
‘be brokered at Copenhagen in December
as a successor to the Kyoto Protocol.

The United Nations is also calling on
governments across the globe to integrate
climate change concerns into their sus-
tainable development policies, and to put
their economies on the “low-carbon,
high-growth™ path with a focus on green-
ing infrastructure.

So in the midst of all this buzz over go-
ing green, how does the Singapore blue-
print stack up?

It is clear that some of the plan’s more
aggressive targets, such as reducing ener-
gy intensity (energy consumption per
GDP dollar) by 35 per cent from 2005 lev-
els, and certifying 80 per cent of all our
buildings Green Mark by 2030, are com=
mendable.

But from a wider perspective, some
eritics are saying the report lacks punch.

The most obvious gap in the plan is its
failure to discuss or make any provisions
for curbs on greenhouse gas emissions,
the chief culprit behind climate change.

Many other countries, such as those in
Europe, have gone much further than Sin-
gapore in this regard, putting in place
measures like “cap-and-trade” systems
where polluting industries have to buy
carbon credits for the right to pollute,
‘True, it would have been silly for Singa-
pore to stick its neck out to take on cuts
in carbon emissions even before the Co-
penhagen negotiations, but critics say
strategies for such a possible outcome
«could have been more clearly articulated.
Another key argum:nt for not going
big on curbing carbos is that it

to implement over the next five years. In
comparison, the Jobs Credit Scheme intro-
duced in the Budget costs $4.5 billion.
Even the Marina Coastal Expressway,
wark on which began one day after the
blueprint was launched, costs mare than
$4 billion.
Seen another way, the plan amounts to
a very conservative 0.3 per cent of gross
domestic product. In comparison, South
Korea and Japan have pledged at least 2
per cent to 3 per cent of GDP, costing
tens of billions of dollars, to invest in envi-
projects to help sti their

n
could send members of an already ner-

vous business community fleeing to plac-

es with lower costs and less regulation.

This is a valid concern, but it is one
that will recede over time. This is because
many forward-looking companies are al-
ready anticipating such regulation and
making adjustments to their business
models, given the rising importance of cli-
mate change in recent years.

In fact, being a location with high envi-
ronmental standards is increasingly be-
coming a competitive edge

A second aspect of the bl\lepnnt that
critics have jumped on is the size of the
Government's commitment to going

green. The entire plan will cost $1 billion

flagging economies.

Ministers at the launch of the blue-
print asserted that $1 billion in absolute
terms is a big amount and “not to be
sniffed at”. Singapore does not want to
simply spend some “headline-grabbing™
amount, but to do a proper “bottom-up”
assessment of how much needs to be
spent to achieve cost-effective results,
they said.

But the signal that the number sends,
in comparison to others, is that Singapore
is going slow and staying cautious.

Finally, the blueprint favours a “light
touch” approach, which works largely
through voluntary action and incentives
instead of punitive disincentives such as

taxes or legislation.

Some experts are not so convinced
that this type of persuasion works to alter
the behaviour of companies and people
who generally love their plastic bags and
resist the idea of paying for them.

In China, the government has put its
foot down and banned the manufacture
and distribution of thin plastic bags -
“white pollution” littering water bodies,
beaches and streets all over the country.

This is why environmental leaders like
Nominated MP Edwin Khew have called
for mare legislation to be introduced, not
less, if the blueprint is to be successfully
implemented.

To be sure, there has been positive
feedback on Singapore’s green blueprint.
The blueprint is itself a study in efficien-
cy, careful in identifying problem areas
and proposing solutions.

But ultimately, what does such a finely
honed approach do for Singapore in
terms of impact and international image?

Singapore has ambitions to be an envi-
ronmental hub in Asia, where cutting-
edge clean energy technolng\ea are devel-
oped and manufactured. It also desires to
position itself as a carbon trading hub in
Asia.

So it needs, in a sense, to walk the
talk. While it is well-known for kcnping
the Cnuntry “clean and green”, it is also
gaining a reputation for being conserva-
tive ahou! certain key green puhues

Tts i on being

fora

“Non-Annex 1" country under the Kyolo
Pratocol has come under pressure in re-
cent times, Non-Annex I nations are typi-
cally developing countries and do nat
have to cut emissions by 5 per cent from
their 1990 levels by 2012. This is a target
which “Annex I" or developed countries
need to adhere to.

Many argue that Singapore is a First
‘World, developed nation and should be
more of a leader, especially in emerging
Asia, in addressing climate change.

If Singapore truly wants to be a glabal
model for sustainable development, there
are same hard decisions it needs to make.

It needs to be bolder, or at least more
nimble, as the global conversation on cli-
mate change continues. Tt will need to
change its position or even boost its plans
in the years to come.

The flexibility of this blueprint, an
“evolving document” as its authors call
it, will be vital to delivering on its green
ambitions.
jcheam@sph.com.sg
See Prime Page A8
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