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ICIMOD: HKH regional Knowledge, 
Learning and Enabling Centre 

The third pole on earth 
- an area of extraordinary 

beauty and a world heritage site 
for biodiversity

Ecological buffer 
between Tibetan 

Plateau and South 
Asia

Himalayan glaciers:
•17% of the global glacial area and about 15,000 glaciers, 
making it the largest body of ice outside the Polar caps.
•Store about 12,000 km3 of freshwater and is source of 
freshwater reserves providing headwaters for 10 major river 
systems in Asia – a lifeline for almost one third of humanity



ICIMOD: Programme Focus (2008-12)
Climate change, knowledge management, gender 
and governance as cross-cutting issues
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Innovation & Customizing 

Adaptation to Climate Change

Vision
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ICIMOD: Programme Focus (2008-12)

Approaches
•Transboundary

•Research

•Pilot

•Policy support

•Capacity building

•Advocacy

•Documentation & sharing 

(KM/KS)

•Strengthening regional 

partnership

Thematic areas
•Monitoring  of Cryosphere
•Water and wetlands
•Disaster risk reduction approaches

•Biodiversity conservation
•Rangeland management
•Ecosystem and Community (societal) 
resilience

•Payments for Ecosystem Services 

•SERVIR-Himalaya platform/Early 
warning/Capacity building

•Decision Support System tools
•Atmospheric pollution

•Adaptation strategies and pilots
•Livelihood options



Support to global and regional initiatives
Working on 

Climate Change (adaptation)

• Asia Pacific Mountain Network (APMN)
• Asia-Pacific Water Forum – Knowledge Hub (ADB)
• Abu Dhabi Knowledge Forum (WB)
• Himalayan University Consortium (HUC)
• Mountain Environment Knowledge Hub (ICIMOD-UNEP) 
• ‘Mountain Initiative for CCA’ and ‘Saving Himalayas 2011’
• WB, UNDP-ALM, AP-CCA Forum and other partnerships



Preparing next generation leadership 
in SMD



Thank you
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