
Engaging Public and Multi-Stakeholders on Adaptation 

Lessons from South Asia 



Climate Change ‘super wicked problem’ 

1. Climate change is regarded as the super ‘wicked 
problem’ 

2. IPCC 5th AR infer CC is likely to adverse social and 
environmental situations that will overwhelm 
business as usual practices and will persist even after 
the application of best-known practices 

3. Need to take bold decisions towards arresting the 
GHGs 

4. Common but differentiated responsibilities and 
respective capacities – now in Adaptation is MUST! 

 

 



Why Multi-Stakeholder Engagement? 

• Limited understanding of the impact of climate change 
on communities 

• Lack of in-depth knowledge of climate change policies 

• Lack of capacity to review CC policies with a focus on 
poverty 

• Limited capacity to scale-up on going advocacy work 

• Inadequate capacity to conceive and implement in a 
strategic manner advocacy 

• Lack of capacity to communicate about the impact of 
climate change 

 

 

 



Owned UP Adaptation 

• Empowering grassroots actors with information on 
Government’s Plans to Facilitate Adaptation 

• Building capacity of future generations 

• Building capacity of media and NGO activists 

• Knowledge products: Towards Building Capacity, 
Instilling Confidence and informed decisions 

 

 

 

 



Stakeholders - Civil Society ! 

• Cross sectoral adaptation activities  - joint research 
and learning on adaptation that is local 

• Research and evolve indigenous knowledge and 
technologies  

• Mobilisation and Joint advocacy – to act as peer 
pressure group 

• Grassroot to policy practiceners – to build capacity of 
new comers and spread awareness 

 

 

 

 



Stakeholders – Parliamentarians ! 

• Responsible and responsive governance 

• Parliamentarian Forum on CC and Development in 
South Asia 

• Integration of development actions towards resilience 
against CC impacts 

• Enhance Political Will - raise ambition in mitigation 
that is must for Adaptation ! 

 

 

 

 



Stakeholders – Government Authorities ! 

• Policy frameworks that prioritise vulnerable and poor 

• Ensuring fair and equitable implementation of policies 

• Appropriate institutional mechanisms in country and 
sub-regional governance level 

• Make adequate budgetary provisions for adaptation 
actions 

 

 

 

 

 



Stakeholders – Public Mobilisation ! 

• Create views in favour of urgent action on climate 
change –  

• Active engagement towards introducing adaptation 
measures at household / community level 

• Public opinion decides role a country / government 
need to play 

 

 

 

 

 



Stakeholders – Media ! 

• Inform stakeholders 

• Educate on latest findings and possible measures to 
learn from 

• Shape opinion of Public & Parliamentarians by sharing 
information or latest developments 

 

 

 



Thank you !!! 
 

sanjay@cansouthasia.net 
@SanjayVashist15 
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