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Northern Thailand 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e3/Thailand_North_six_regions.png 



Ethnic groups 

• An ethnic group (or ethnicity) is a group of 
people whose members identify with each 
other 

 

– a common language 

– a common culture 

– a tradition of common ancestry 

 

 6,909 languages in the world  
(http://www.ethnologue.com) 

Inta (2012) 



Ethnic Minority Groups of  
Northern Thailand 

• Native of the country 

– Lawa 

• Immigrants from neighboring countries 

– From China 

• Akha and Hmong (Also in Laos) 

– From Myanmar (Burma) 

• Karen (Largest group in Thailand) and Tai Yai 



Traditional knowledge (TK)  

• Long-standing traditions and practices of certain 
regional, indigenous, or local communities 

• Encompasses the wisdom, knowledge, and 
teachings 

• Orally passed for generations from person to 
person 

• Expressed through stories, legends, folklore, 
rituals, songs, and customary laws 

Inta (2012)  



Ethnobotany  
(Usage of plants by local people) 

• Food 

• Medicine 

• Fuelwood 

• Construction 

• Ceremony 

• Etc.  



 The Importance of Ethnobotany 

• Understanding traditional culture           
and local knowledge system 
 

• Incorporate cultural traditions into 
biodiversity conservation 
 

• Promotion cultural understanding 
among different cultures 
 

• Documenting traditional knowledge 
on the use of plants and herbal 
medicine 

Inta (2012)  



Case Studies 



 



 



 



 



 



Indigenous Plants and CC 

• Vulnerability Prediction of Medicinal Plants 
Used by Karen People in Chiang Mai Province 
to Climatic Change Using Species Distribution 
Model (SDM) 

• PhD dissertation of Chiang Mai University 

• Indigenous plants responded both negatively 
and positively in their habitat changes due to 
CC 

• To be published 

 

 



Conclusions 

• Strong indigenous knowledge base on plant 
usages. The knowledge is, however, eroding. 

• Strong ecosystem management skills on fallow 
(agroforestry) management. 

• Vulnerable to climate change as many are in 
mountainous areas where effects of climate 
change are likely to be felt the most. 

 

 

 



Recommendations 

• Preserving the eroding knowledge 

• Equipping the local communities with 
knowledge on CC and CC adaptation and 
mitigation  

 

 

 



The Lawa or The Lua  
(Native of Thailand) 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-QAh1jTbNt6I/T7uDyU2137I/AAAAAAAACC4/DF0uk5nRu9E/s1600/Slide1.TIF 



The Akha (From China) 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f2/MuangSing_ThatXiengTung4_tango7174.jpg 



The Hmong (From China) 



The Karen (From Myanmar) 

http://www.mekongresponsibletourism.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Karen-Hilltribe.jpeg 



The Tai Yai (From Myanmar) 



Typical Landscape of Northern Thailand  



A Karen Village 



A Lawa Village 



Thank you very much 


