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Hindu Kush Himalayas (HKH) 
8 Countries and 10 River Basins 

 



Floods in the HKH  
Shared vulnerability across national borders 

 



Impacts of floods 

 



Pilot Sites in Assam, India 

Jiadhal River in 

Dhimaji District 

Singara River in 

Lakhimpur District 



BEFORE: 

During installation: 20 ft long 

bamboo  laid to install instrument in 

the river bed.  

AFTER: 

Sudden flash flood during the 

installation, which inundated the (same) 

bamboo  and halted the installation. 
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Community Based Flood Early 

Warning System (CB-FEWS)  
Reaching the communities to reduce vulnerabilities 
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Working with Partners 

 

Knowledge Partners: CICERO 

and GRID-Arendal  
ICIMOD experts 

Government Partner: District Disaster 

Management Authority, Lakhimpur and 

Dhimaji 

Implementing Partner: Aaranyak 

together with local communities 



CB-FEWS: Approach/Framework 
(Pilot in Jiadhal and Singora Rivers, Assam) 

Response 

capability 

Risk 

Knowledge 
CB-FEWS 

Installation 

and Monitoring 

Dissemination 

and 

communication 



Immediate Impact on ground 

 
Sept 2013, Dihiri:  

Saved assets, including livestock, worth approximately USD 3,000 

Limitations: Battery life, wireless range; sensor 

February 2014 

August 2014 



Way Forward 

 

Strengthening partnership to implement CB-FEWS for 

reduction of vulnerability to flash flood 
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